BRACING | ¢ 2 FAMILY DWELLING
FOUNDATION WALLS DURING
CONSTRUCTION
by Brian Gore, P.E.

Sectlon 23604.4.1.3.1 recuires that residential
foundation walle be anchered to the fleor or
sufficiently braced to prevent damage by the

backfill durlng construction.

Soll (packflll) exerts a horlzontal force when
placed against a foundation wall, Properly
compacted backflll typlcally exerts |ess force
that non-compacted backflll and 1t I Important
when backflling to rememoer thls fact
Backflll should aluays be placed in small (12- In
or lees) lIfte and each Ilift ehould be
adequately compacted.

Backfill Force

Backfill Force

When foundation walls are supported by floor
syastems (or properly braced) the foundation
walle gpan vertically between the flocrs (figure
), wnleh act as supporte for the top and
bottom of the foundation wall. If not braced
at the top (figure 2), the foundation uwall
behaves as a cantllever retalning wall, a
structural aystem for which 1t la not normally
designed. FProper bracing of the foundation
wall Includes bracing beth the top and bottom
of the wall.

Remember the quality placement  anc
compactlon of backflll materials s equally ae
Impeortant @e adeguate bracing.

Unsultabole backflll [ncludes beoulders: ror-
compacted material or other urstaple materla
ancl organic materidle such 88 tree stumpe or
bruah,
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